*    WOMEN    *

conversation, dress and manner equally attest her
eagerness to make good her pretensions to literary
notoriety.. . ,

* And then, there are the pleasures of patronage. How
delightful to be the female Maecenas! to open your house
to the literati^ to take by the hand the half-fledged poet,
and the incipient artist, to draw to your conversazione
the expatriated patriot, or the refugee royalist; the un-
turbaned Sultan or the wandering Greek; in short, to
be the rendezvous of every wonder worth seeing, or not
worth seeing, in the literary world!

'The superiority of really cultivated women is, in
everything, very apparent. They have been accustomed
to think and to discriminate. They view every subject
more calmly, and decide more dispassionately. A woman
who, without reflection, takes up the views of others, is
peculiarly accessible to party spirit; and this is one reason
why woman, in general, are more zealous partisans than
the other sex. We can quite understand the strictures of
Addison on the female sectarists of his day; for though
we have no patches now to mark our distinctions, the
spirit of party is equally exclusive. Knowledge is very-
useful, especially now in these days of progress, when
every class should be prepared for its advance and when
even the female mind should be strengthened for the
increase of light.

'Religion was formerly, perhaps, more talked of than
it is at present. Not only is it the heart-enlivening topic
amongst Christian friends; but serious conversation is
often the passport to society and the means of elevating
individuals above their natural rank in life. There are
thus many temptations to spurious piety, and there are
many, too, to female vanity; for a slight proficiency in
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